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Crenshaw, who is Prof, of Old Testament at The Divinity School, Duke
University, has been teaching Bible since 1964, including a 17-year stint at
Vanderbilt. This long career may explain the somewhat peculiar character
of this book. While principally a collection of his sermons (98 pp.), here
also a seemingly random collection of “Meditations” (39 pp.), as well as
a sampling of his prayers (9 pp.); all together, a fitting subtitle might be,
“Fragments from a Scholar’s Life”.
The fragments, however, add up to a remarkable portrait of a remarkable scholar, teacher, and human being. One is struck at once by his encyclopedic knowledge of the Bible (in his early years he also taught N.T.)
and biblical scholarship, and by his extraordinarily eloquent style. It is
always even in his sermons a scholar’s style: we are in the classroom
and in the seminary chapel; it is assumed that the hearers can and will
think, and think critically; it is assumed that the hearers are profoundly
engaged in preparation for and ardent reflection upon ministry in a less
than friendly world. But Crenshaw is revealed as more than an eloquent
scholar. He has made a long journey from a childhood in which theology
and faith were a “tidy system of security” against the very real “flames of
hell” (p. 45) to a post-modern maturity in which Ecclesiastes is his favorite
biblical author (p. 23) because Ecclesiastes is “the most liberated book in
the Bible” (p. 30). One detects some weariness, and perhaps even a hint
of regret. In his childhood, he writes, “we knew everything there was to
know about God, and Christians were secure in the divine arms” (p. 45);
now God, though God is “Fashioner of the Universe, Giver and Sustainer of
Life, Source of All Wisdom” (p. 163), “Source of Infinite Wisdom” (p. 159),
“Possessor of Infinite Wisdom” (p. 158), “merciful Parent” (p. 155), and
even “Father” (p. 157), God is also the “Silent One” (p. 164), the “Ever
Silent One” (p. 160). Our world of holocausts has ripped away confident
assertions of “Almighty God” and faced us with the hugely troublesome
silence of God. Crenshaw stands humbly in a deconstructed world and a
deconstructed Bible. He writes.
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the “nevertheless” that, I believe, the church as a whole needs to
learn to utter in an age when God is an option. Crenshaw can be a model
of such a stance, and a model too for the quiet, persistent, and personal
It is

nature of such an apologetic.

Eduard R. Riegert
Waterloo, Ontario
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During a time in the church when narrative theology and the use of
is growing, this book of sermons is an important con-
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tribution to the resources of the church.
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